
 

   

SCANJ’s Mission Day Marks the Start of Sickle Cell Awareness Month! 

                                           Say It Loud!  
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   Sickle cell disease is the most 

common inherited blood disorder in 

the USA.  People with sickle cell 

disease have red blood cells that 

become hard, cause anemia, pain and 

many other serious health problems. 

Your involvement makes the differ-

ence in overcoming this disease. 

Calendar Listings for 

SICKLE CELL  

AWARENESS MONTH  
1st SCANJ Mission Day 

The 9th anniversary of the founding 
of The Sickle Cell Association of 

New Jersey.   
 

1st Central Jersey Blood Center 
Drive.  Hosted by The Chosen 
Ones.  Location Harvest Multiplex 
Center, 43 Washington St. in Irving-

ton, NJ. 11:00am-4:00pm 
 

4th Connections Support Group 
Tuesday 7:00pm –8:30pm  Topic: 
Feed Me. Heal Me. JFK Center 429 

JFK Parkway. Willingboro, NJ 
 

8th SCANJ’s Garden Walk/Stroll 
and Kente Carpet Movies Under 
The Stars.  5pm the fun begins.  
Van Vleck House 21 Van Vleck St. 

Montclair, NJ  Register today! 
 

12th Chronic Disease Self Manage-
ment Program (CDSMP) Workshop. 
Wednesdays for 6 weeks at NBCS 
1016 Broad St., Newark NJ. 6:00pm

-8:00pm. RSVP. 
 

15th Donna T. Darrien Memorial 
Foundation Walk for SCD.  
8:30am.  Weequahic Park in New-

ark, NJ.  www.dtdsicklecell.org  
 

29th American Red Cross SC 
Awareness Blood Drive & Cook 
Out, hosted by North Jersey 
Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club 
and Calvary Baptist Church. 
Donations for the cook out benefit 
the SCANJ. Calvary Baptist Church 
10 MLK Drive in Morristown, NJ 

10am-3:00pm. 
 

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE  UNLESS 
OTHERWISE  NOTED 

Did you know that the Sickle Cell Asso-
ciation of New Jersey (SCANJ) was 

founded on September 1, 2009?   
 

Each year we commemorate this histor-
ical marker as “SCANJ Mission Day” 
and call on everyone for a renewed 

commitment to support our cause. 
 

Prior to 2009, I was involved in a na-
tional campaign that raised awareness 
about sickle cell disease.  I had the 
privilege of working with amazing com-
munity based organizations around the 
country.  It was their example that in-
spired me to bring that same dedication 
and commitment to the New Jersey 

sickle cell community and that led to the founding of  the SCANJ. 

   SCANJ is the  
New Jersey Chapter of the  

Sickle Cell Disease Association   
of America 

Mary Bentley LaMar  
Founder  

Executive Director 

The History Of September As Sickle Cell Awareness Month 

W W W . S I C K L E C E L L N E W J E R S E Y . O R G 

The Sickle Cell Disease Association of America (SCDAA) is 
proud to have spearheaded the establishment of September 

as National Sickle Cell Awareness Month.  

The observance originated in 1975 when the National 
Association for Sickle Cell Disease (NASCD) (which 
changed its name to Sickle Cell Disease Association of 
America, Inc. in 1994) and its member organizations began 
conducting month-long events to raise awareness about 
sickle cell disease and the need to address the problem at 

national and local levels. 

The persistent efforts by the SCDAA to have Sickle Cell 
Month officially recognized at all levels succeeded in 1983 
when the U.S. House of Representatives unanimously 
passed the resolution, introduced by the Congressional 
Black Caucus, asking President Reagan to designate 
September as "National Sickle Cell Anemia Awareness 
Month." The President signed the resolution in August, 

1983. 

Since that time, individuals and organizations around the 
world have stepped up their efforts to raise awareness about 

sickle cell disease.   

We ask you to help too by posting on social media to raise 
awareness and joining our Facebook challenge by making 
an appeal to your FB friends to donate to the SCANJ. We 
look forward to hearing your voice as we Say It Loud! for 

Sickle Cell Disease! 

SCAwarenessMonth #Awareness #Advocate #SCANJ  

 

I am thrilled that we are entering our 9th year of service.  
Please join us in our mission as we continue to offer 
programs that make a difference in the lives of those 

who live with sickle cell disease.   
 

As you read this newsletter, find things to tell someone 
else and extend our invitation to come out for our Annu-
al Garden Walk/Stroll and Movies Under The Stars.  
Your support helps us to put our mission into action.  

    ~Mary 

SCANJ Mission Statement  

To advocate for and enhance our membership’s ability 

to improve the quality of health, life and services for 

individuals, families and communities affected by 

sickle cell disease and related conditions, while pro-

moting the search for a cure for all people in the world 

with sickle cell disease. 

Some facts you can share to raise awareness. . . 

• Sickle Cell Disease is the most prevalent 

inherited blood disorder in the United States. 

• Sickle Cell Disease can occur in any race or 

ethnic group, including Caucasians. 

• One in every 10-12 African-Americans carry 

the sickle cell trait. 

• Sickle Cell trait is not the disease and will not 

develop into the disease 

• New Jersey has over 6000 individuals living 

with Sickle Cell Disease. 

• The United States has over 100,000 effected 

by Sickle Cell Disease and millions are 

effected worldwide. 

• By sharing this information you are an 

advocate for Sickle Cell Disease.  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scawarenessmonth?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDdM1Mb-qLnIQZwFlCG_X7av2MDRWCV8pPDBpUfaNL-JsEKf66BNX4l7N1COXbvamlsA-1zbHKW4IqG10hkETiOMcNI9PR5L3B80qDPWD1ohUJNHLfhIrGljoKbvaY7zOMoUU9Nu2dLOZU_Kn1fvX0yaCkCe-Wl3dD8VrGLqXm3UG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/awareness?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDdM1Mb-qLnIQZwFlCG_X7av2MDRWCV8pPDBpUfaNL-JsEKf66BNX4l7N1COXbvamlsA-1zbHKW4IqG10hkETiOMcNI9PR5L3B80qDPWD1ohUJNHLfhIrGljoKbvaY7zOMoUU9Nu2dLOZU_Kn1fvX0yaCkCe-Wl3dD8VrGLqXm3UGCxv_S1&
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/advocate?source=feed_text&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDdM1Mb-qLnIQZwFlCG_X7av2MDRWCV8pPDBpUfaNL-JsEKf66BNX4l7N1COXbvamlsA-1zbHKW4IqG10hkETiOMcNI9PR5L3B80qDPWD1ohUJNHLfhIrGljoKbvaY7zOMoUU9Nu2dLOZU_Kn1fvX0yaCkCe-Wl3dD8VrGLqXm3UGCxv_S1&_


The Say It Loud Newsletter is published monthly except for July and August.  Archived copies are available for download from our website.  

Beverly Lucas-Editor 

The Sickle Cell Association of New Jersey  
Mailing Address P.O. Box 9501  Newark NJ 07104 

EIN# 80-0474935    SCANJ is a 501c 3 agency 

Coming Soon… 
OCTOBER   

2nd Tuesday Connections 
Support Group North 1016 Broad 

St. Newark. 7pm-8:30pm.       
 

10-13th SCDAA Convention 

Baltimore, Maryland.  Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. SCANJ to present 
on PCORI Project. To register for 
the convention visit 

www.sicklecelldisease.org 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER TBA 

Teams forming now for our 

Facebook fundraising campaign. 

Phone: 973 482-9070     Fax: 973 485-6591 

email: info@sicklecellnewjersey.org 

or sicklecellanj@gmail.com 

Register for SCANJ programs via events on 

sicklecellnewjersey.org 
www.eventbrite.com  

or call 973 482-9070 

Saturday November 17, 2018 


